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AbsMore than half of the world's popuation lives ,: u;l;zg sg;gﬂma;'ge eg:fjﬁ"”;; :9’:;09;" :xd ‘ !’:;ghe fifeve.'s of

areas. Due o the ongoing urbanisation and growth o urbanisation due to the geometric ngmszlc;:
of

world's population, there will be qboul 2.5 billion 'rTO;ﬁ population growth,
people added fo the urban population by 2050, mainly Keywords: rapid populston, — -

' ' ' ighly varied,
Africa and Asia. The world's urban areas are hig s insiall
but many cities and towns are facing pmb!err_rs such as a P
lack of jobs, homelessness and expanding squalter

Introduction N

Earth will be home to 9.7 billion people in 2050, a jump of 2.8 billion over four decades. This globa|
milestone will have a pronounced urban penchant. Two-thirds of the world’s population will reside i "Mega
cities,” urban centers with over 10 million inhabitants. These sprawling mefropolitan areas will be features jp
the emerging economies of Asia, Latin America and Africa, with China, India and Nigeria projected 1o have the
highest rates of growth. By 2045, the world's urban population is predicted to exceed 6 billion, An estimated
70% of the global population will live in cities, demanding 80% of tofal energy by 203. Rapid population
growth and urbanization will have a dramatic effect on the increased demand for jobs, housing, energy, clean
water, food, transportation infrastructure, and social services. It will also be a significant factor in magnifying the
impacts of global warming, according to the Sierra Club of the United Nations Population Fund.

Global trends in Urbanisation
In 1960, the global urban population was 34% of the total; however, by 2014 the urban population

accounted for 54% of the total and continues to grow. By 2050 the proportion living in urban areas is expected
to reach 66%. Figure 1 shows the change in the rural and urban populations of the world from 1950 through fo

projected figures up to the year 2050,
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The global trend In urbanisation is not the same in all parts of the worlg.

f urbanisation Asia and Africa currently have the
les of Urbe .

highest 1@

The following graph ‘2(’.)(:) :hows a comparison of trends in more or less developed regions of the world.
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The graph explains the trends in urban population growth, comparing more and less developed regions.
The graph shows the proportion of the total population living in urban areas.

In developing countries, urbanisation usually occurs when people move from villages to settle in cities in
hope of gaining a better standard of living. The movement of people from one place to another is called
migration. Migration is influenced by economic growth and development and by technological change (Marshall
etal,, 2009) and possibly also by conflict and social disruption. It is driven by pull factors that attract people to
urban areas and push factors that drive people away from the countryside.

Employment opportunities in cities are one of the main pull factors. Many industries are located in cities
and offer opportunities of high urban wages. There are also more educational institutions providing courses
and training in a wide range of subjects and skills. People are attracted to an urban lifestyle and the ‘bright
lights" of city life. All of these factors result in both temporary and permanent migration to urban areas.

Poor living conditions and the lack of opportunities for paid employment in rural areas are push factors.
People are moving away from rural areas because of poor health care and limited educational and economic
opportunities as well as environmental changes, droughts, floods, lack of availability of sufficiently productive
land, and other pressures on rural livelihoods.

Rural to urban migration can be a selective process, as some types of people are more likely to move than
others. One of the factors involved is gender, because employment opportunities vary greatly with different jobs
for men and women. Another factor is age. Young people are more likely to move to towns, with more elderly
people and children left in rural areas. Selectivity in migration affects the population in both the rural and the
urban areas. If more men move to towns and cities than women, this leaves a predominantly female society in
rural areas,

Impacts of Urbanisation
Although people are pulled towards the advantages of cities, the impacts of urbanisation are mixed. First
W& will look at the many positive impacts of urbanisation before going on to describe some of the challenges

Created by rapid unplanned urban growth.

T e e s
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Thriving towns and cities are an essential element of a prosperous national econom ™
economic and human resources in one place stimulales innovation and development in ﬁu ' Gathey; "
lechnology and industry. Access to education, health, social services and cultural aciiviue:.lne 3 de%e.
available to people in cities than in villages. In cilies, child survival rales are betler than in mmlls re readi};
of betler access to health care. The density of urban populations makes it easier ang Iessareas e
government and ulilities to provide essential goods and services. For example, the supply of ;05.113' for the
such as fresh water and electricity can be achieved with less effort and less cost per person. asic facleg

Schools, colleges and universilies are established in cities to develop human resources, 4
educalional courses are available, offering students a wide choice for their future careers. Péo |
classes and religions live and work together in cities, which creates better understanding ang hz
helps break down social and cultural barriers. Cities also have advanced communication an
networks.

However, these many benefits of urban life do not apply lo all. Rapid populalion increases gng U
growlh create an urban sprawl wilh negalive economic, social, and environmental consequences, | ngplaw .
(he rate of urban growth often strains the capacity of local and national government fo provide urban r ”?'Opa,
with even the mos! basic services of housing, water supply, sewerage and solid waste disposal. ESidenty

Varielw of
® 0f mg
ny
Mony ang
d traﬂSpgn

Housing
In developing countries, about @ third of urban inhabitants live in impoverished slums ang 5q
Uatter

sefflements. Slums are urban areas that are heavily populated and have sub-standard housing with very
living conditions, crealing several problems. poor

In Addis Ababa, a report in 2008 found thal 80% of the houses in the city were classed as slums due fg the
physical deterioration of its housing, overcrowding, high density, poor access and lack of infrastructyre
services.

Slum Areas Typically Suffer from

e poor housing with small, overcrowded houses buill very close together using inadequate materials ang
wilh uncertain electricity supply.

« restricted access lo water supplies.

« little or no sanitation/latrine facilities and no solid waste disposal, which leads to a polluted and degraded

local environment.
« inadequate health care facilities which, coupled with the poor living conditions, increases sickness and

death rates.
o Insecure living conditions - slum dwellers may be forcibly removed by landowners or other authorities.
Many low-income families gravitate to these informal settlements that proliferate in and around towns.
Poverly is one of the most critical issues facing urban areas. Urban poverty degrades both the physical and

social environment.

Water Supply and Sanitation
The provision of water and sanitation services lo growing urban settlements, peri-urban and sium areas

presents critical challenges. The increased demand for water from the growing population can place 2dded
stress on already stretched resources. In and around cities, water is commonly in shor supply and subject ©0
J
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ocreasing competition by different users. Urban growth leads 1o increasin
i mestic use, which conflicts with agricultural demands.
dol itis especially difficult to provide water and sanitation services
Many people in these areas hvg without access to safe drinking
adequate water supplies are available, sanitation and wastewater di
latrines and septic tanks are the usual methods for human waste di
are not always adequate to cope with the quantity of waste prod
Overflowing latrines and septic tanks contaminate surface water an
The lack of these essential services threatens not only the h
areas, but also that of people living in formal urban areas, In Afric
sewers at all, which affects rich and poor alike. This is true of mg
well as smaller cities and towns.

g demand for water for industrial and

to deprived areas and the poorest people.
water and proper sanitation. Even where

uced by many people living close together.
d create a serious health risk.

ealth and the environment of people in slum
a and Asia most of the urban centres have no
ny cities with a million or more inhabitants, as

Wastes and Pollution
Urbanisation affects land, water, air and wildlife because of the number of

and construction, and the increased demands on resources. It has impacts
several ways.

people, the amount of buildings
on the physical environment in

Water Quality

In developing countries, including Ethiopia, many rivers in urban areas are more like open sewers. The
lack of sanitation and sewerage systems has a dramatic impact on urban watercourses. People use the rivers
to dispose of all their wastes from homes, industries and commercial businesses. Wastewater from human
settlements contains organic material and nutrients; industrial wastewater contains many different types of toxic
pollutant. These make the water unsafe for humans to use for many purposes including drinking and irrigation,
as well as harming the fish and other animals and plants living in the water. Any changes to the quality of
surface water also affects groundwater because they are linked by the processes of the water cycle so
pollutants from the surface will infiltrate down and contaminate soil and groundwater as well.

Solid Waste

In many towns and cities solid waste management is inefficient or non-existent. Solid waste management
means the proper collection, transfer, recycling and disposal of all the solid material we throw away, including
plastics, paper and cardboard, food wastes, electrical waste, etc. It also includes industrial, hospital and
institutional wastes which often contain pathogens as well as hazardous and toxic chemicals, which need
Special care.

Urban waste often ends up in illegal dumps on streets, open spaces, wastelands, drains or rivers. 'Thiais
fr""quently a problem in peri-urban areas, which are convenient for dumping wastes because of the availability
of open space and ease of access from central urban areas. This can lead to the pollution of groundwater and
Surface waters which may be used as a source for drinking water. Sometimes the wastes are collectled and
taken to legalised waste disposal sites but these are not always properly managed to protect water bodies and
droundwater. The combustion of solid waste creates yet another environmental problem.

e
179 L ORDINE NUOVO PUBLICATION



Dr. S. Theenathayalan | Dr. S. Karthikeyan

Air Quality
Air quality in towns and cilies is frequently very poor as a result of air pollution from many «
sources. These include: Y differgy,
» vehicle exhausts.
smoke from domestic fires.
outputs from factory chimneys.
diesel-powered generators.
dust from construction works and city streets.

Poor air quality has a significant impact on the health of many urban residents ag well as Jeay;
damaging and unsightly layer of dust on plants, buildings and other surfaces. Saving a

Health

Urbanisation can have both positive and negative effects on health. The main benefits are associ
easier access 1o hospitals, clinics and health services in general. If you live close to these Services you cq
reach a doctor in minutes rather than hours or days, so this improves emergency care ang general heanhn
There are also benefits from easier access to sources of information such as radio and television which May be.
used to communicate information about health o the general public. For example, women living in toun

iti i i : : . . 5a
cities are more likely to be informed about family planning, which results in reduction in family size ang |er;:
frequent childbirth, with consequent benefits to general health.

ated wiy

However, urban life can also damage your health. Poor environment, housing and living conditions are the
main reasons for poor health in urban areas. Contamination of water sources can cause epidemics of
waterbome disease. Close proximity to other people can make the spread of many types of infectious disease

more likely. The polluted air can also cause respiratory disease and contribute to premature deaths among
more vulnerable sections of the population such as older people and children.

Food

Population movements also put pressure on food supplies and on food distribution. As people migrate o
the cities, they tend to use purchased food instead of their own crops and this makes them more vulnerable to
changes in food prices. As the population grows and the demand for water and land increases, it becomes
difficult to increase food production in a sustainable way. The increase in urban demand, combined with a loss
of agricultural land, means more pressure on rural people to produce food for the growing number of urban
people.

Furthermore, pollution from urban areas can disrupt food supply. For example, fisheries are often
damaged by urban domestic wastes and liquid effluents from city-based industries.

Economic and Social Systems

The process of urbanisation has positive as well as negative economic and social changes. The positive
effects include economic development, and education. However, urbanisation places stresses on existing
social services and infrastructure. Crime, prostitution, drug abuse and street children are all negative effects of
urbanisation. Also there tends to be a lack of social support for children in school and home by their hard-
working, usually poor, parents. Inadequate income, overcrowded housing and poor living conditions create @
fertile ground for the development of violence. Violent crime is more visible in the cities than in rural areas and

—
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afects people'§ eYerd'f‘Y Iife', their Mmovements and‘the use of public transport. Crime in the city can create a
cense Of insecurity in its inhabitants. This unsafe feeling in city streets separales residenlial areas into higher-

¢ and lower-income groups, which reduces the sense of community and forms areas with dissimilar

incom '
g ts and security levels.

incomes, €05

conclusion

The future growth of cities and concomitant appropriation of land and natural resources will determine
SUCCeSS towards an environmentally sustainable future. In some cities, unplanned or inadequately managed
ban expansion leads to rapid sprawl, pollution, and environmental degradation, together with unsustainable
production and consumption patterns. Today's cities are growing twice as fast in terms of land area as they are
in terms of population. Consequently, projections indicate that future frends in urbanization could produce a
near tripling in the global urban land area between 2000 and 2030, as hundreds of thousands of additional
square kilometres are developed to urban levels of density. Such urban expansion threatens to destroy
habitats in key biodiversity hotspots and contributes to carbon emissions associated with tropical deforestation
and land use change. Environmental sustainability is additionally challenged by the consumption patterns that
prevail in urban settings. Today’s cities consume more than two-thirds of the world's energy and account for
more than 70 percent of global greenhouse gas emissions. Low-density urban areas tend to consume more
than high-density areas. To respond to the challenges and leverage the opportunities presented by continuing
urbanization, Governments should implement forward-looking policies that prepare for a growing number of
urban dwellers with an eye towards sustainability. Sustainable urbanization requires generating better income
and employment opportunities in both urban and rural areas; expanding the necessary infrastructure for water
and sanitation, energy, transportation, information and communications; ensuring equal access to services, lke
education and health care; developing sufficient quality housing and reducing the number of people living in
slums; and preserving the natural assets within the city and surrounding areas.
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